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Are Americans dying too soon? The answer is yes. When it comes to "preventable deaths" -- an
array of illnesses and injuries that should not kill at an early age -- the United States trails other
industrialized nations and has been falling further behind over the past decade.

Although the United States now spends $2.4 trillion a year on medical care -- vastly more per
capita than comparable countries -- the nation ranks near the bottom on premature deaths
caused by illnesses such as diabetes, epilepsy, stroke, influenza, ulcers and pneumonia.
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/10/05/AR2009100503798.html?hpid=topnews

