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Within minutes of each other last week, two defendants left the courthouse with slaps on their
wrists: a 56-year-old man with cyclic vomiting syndrome, and a 19-year-old woman with
epilepsy.

Their cases show how Maryland's little-known medical marijuana law might be applied in the
future and how some ill pot smokers are beginning to raise awareness of it. "It's essential the
state do more. Marijuana is critical for people with certain illnesses," said Steven Kupferberg, a
defense lawyer in one of the cases.
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