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No one understands better than impacted people — residents and workers in shale country,
from the Barnett Shale of Texas and the Haynesville Shale of Louisiana to the Bakken Shale of
North Dakota and the Marcellus and Utica Shales in Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia and
beyond — the wisdom of Governor Cuomo’s historic decision today to ban fracking in New York
State:

 ALBANY — The Cuomo administration announced Wednesday that it would ban hydraulic
fracturing in New York State, ending years of uncertainty by concluding that the controversial
method of extracting gas from deep underground could contaminate the state’s air and water
and pose inestimable public-health risks.

      

“I cannot support high volume hydraulic fracturing in the great state of New York,” said Howard
Zucker, the acting commissioner of health.

 That conclusion was delivered publicly during a year-end cabinet meeting called by Gov.
Andrew M. Cuomo in Albany. It came amid increased calls by environmentalists to ban fracking,
which uses water and chemicals to release natural gas trapped in deeply buried shale deposits.
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