
Institute’s Gas Drilling Report Leads to Claims of Bias and Concern for a University’s Image
Tuesday, 12 June 2012 21:34 - 

A report from a new institute at the State University at Buffalo asserting that state oversight has
made natural gas drilling safer is causing tumult on campus and beyond, with critics arguing
that the institute is biased toward industry and could undercut the university’s reputation.

  

The study, issued on May 15, said that state regulation in Pennsylvania had made drilling there
far safer and that New York rules were even more likely to ensure safety once drilling gets
under way in the state.

      

But a government watchdog group quickly raised questions about the study’s data and the
authors’ ties to the oil and gas industry. And a newly formed group of professors and students is
calling for a broader inquiry into the genesis of the institute, which issued the report only weeks
after its creation was announced in April.

“This report reflects the interests of the gas companies, not scholarship,” said Jim Holstun, a
professor of English and one of around 20 members of the newly formed University at Buffalo
Coalition for Leading Ethically in Academic Research, which met for the first time Wednesday
night. “We look very bad.”

  

TVNL Comment:  Everybody has a price.  The State University at Buffalo obviously has
theirs. What a disgrace they are.
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http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/12/nyregion/university-at-buffalo-faces-scrutiny-over-gas-drilling-report.html?_r=4&amp;ref=nyregion

