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Gas money is transforming vast stretches of Oklahoma. Here, 40 miles west of the state capital,
crews work through the night drilling new wells deep into the earth, and a small army of laborers
rips through just-planted fields of winter wheat to install miles of gas pipeline.

  

Across the state in tiny Atoka, a Cadillac and a Jaguar park next to pickups outside the local
store that sells cowboy boots and overalls; in nearby Coalgate, the natural gas industry has
created six overnight millionaires.

      

The spreading wealth from gas fields has also benefited Representative Dan Boren, a
Democrat who has deep family ties to the industry — and has acted as one of its best friends on
Capitol Hill.

Mr. Boren’s stepfather is an independent oil and natural gas producer in East Texas, just over
the border. His father, David Boren, a former senator and Oklahoma governor, received
$350,000 last year in total compensation for serving on the board of Continental Resources,
whose stock has surged while it helps lead the exploration of gas reserves nationwide.

  

The congressman’s income has jumped in the last six years, thanks to two family businesses he
partly owns that have signed more than 300 mineral leases, worth hundreds of thousands of
dollars. Many of those deals are with Chesapeake Energy, a top donor to his campaigns.
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