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Has the course of History been directed by a small group of people with common interests? The
paintings and pictures of the great men of the past centuries reveal a common thread which
links them together. Is it a coincidence that many of them hid one of their hands when posing for
a portrait? It seems unlikely. We’ll look at the Masonic origin of the “hidden hand” and the
powerful men who used the sign in famous portraits.

      

Unless all the individuals discussed in this article had stomach ulcer or deformed hands, the
gesture of hiding one’s hand simply has to have a specific meaning. It does. Most of the people
using this sign are proven (and often enthusiastic) members of the Freemasons. Considering
the great importance of this gesture in Masonic rituals and the fact that all of the elite were
either part of Freemasonry or knew of it, it is simply impossible that the recurrence of this sign
could be the result of a coincidence. The “hidden hand” can, in fact, be found in the rituals of the
Royal Arch Degree of Freemasonry and the world leaders that use this sign are subtly saying to
other initiates of the order: “This is what I’m part of, this is what I believe in and this is what I’m
working for”.
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