The Rage Won’t End on Election Day
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CARL Paladino began his New York gubernatorial campaign by bragging he’d “clean out
Albany with a baseball bat.” When an ally likened his main Albany target, the (Jewish) leader of
the State Assembly, to “an antichrist or Hitler,” he

enthusiastically endorsed the slur

We also learned of Paladino’s repertory of gag e-mails — among them a pornographic picture
of a woman having sex with a horse and a photo of an African tribal ritual captioned “Obama
Inauguration Rehearsal.” How blind we were not to recognize that his victory in a Republican
primary under the proud Tea Party banner

was inevitable

A week ago New Yorkers were presented with a vivid reminder of how a bat can be used as a
weapon. A pack of young thugs was charged with torturing three men in the Bronx for being
gay, one of whom, The Times reported, was sodomized with “a small baseball bat.”

It's probably safe to assume that no one in this lynching party has heard of Paladino.
Presumably he has heard of them, but a man of Tea Party principles will not compromise, no
matter what may be happening in the real world. Don’t tread on Carl!

And so last Sunday, as the city was reeling from both the Bronx bloodbath and the earlier leap
of a bullied gay Rutgers freshman off the George Washington Bridge, Paladino visited a fringe
Orthodox synagogue in Brooklyn to stand his ground. He attacked gays for supposedly plotting
to brainwash children into accepting the validity of homosexuality.
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