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There is no good news coming out of the depressing and endless war in Afghanistan. There
once was merit to our incursion there, but that was long ago. Now we’re just going through the
tragic motions, flailing at this and that, with no real strategy or decent end in sight.

The U.S. doesn’t win wars anymore. We just funnel the stressed and underpaid troops in and
out of the combat zones, while all the while showering taxpayer billions on the contractors and
giant corporations that view the horrors of war as a heaven-sent bonanza. BP, as we've been
told repeatedly recently, is one of the largest suppliers of fuel to the wartime U.S. military.

Seven American soldiers were killed in Afghanistan on Monday but hardly anyone noticed. Far
more concern is being expressed for the wildlife threatened by the oil gushing into the Gulf of
Mexico than for the G.l.’s being blown up in the wilds of Afghanistan.

Early this year, we were told that at long last the tide had turned in Afghanistan, that the biggest
offensive of the war by American, British and Afghan troops was under way in Marja, a town in
Helmand Province in the southern part of the country. The goal, as outlined by Gen. Stanley
McChrystal, our senior military commander in Afghanistan, was to rout the Taliban and install a
splendid new government that would be responsive to the people and beloved by them.

More...



http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/12/opinion/12herbert.html?src=me&amp;ref=general

