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Noam Chomsky is America’s greatest intellectual. His massive body of work, which includes
nearly 100 books, has for decades deflated and exposed the lies of the power elite and the
myths they perpetrate. Chomsky has done this despite being blacklisted by the commercial
media, turned into a pariah by the academy and, by his own admission, being a pedantic and at
times slightly boring speaker.

      

He combines moral autonomy with rigorous scholarship, a remarkable grasp of detail and a
searing intellect. He curtly dismisses our two-party system as a mirage orchestrated by the
corporate state, excoriates the liberal intelligentsia for being fops and courtiers and describes
the drivel of the commercial media as a form of “brainwashing.” And as our nation’s most
prescient critic of unregulated capitalism, globalization and the poison of empire, he enters his
81st year warning us that we have little time left to save our anemic democracy.

  

“It is very similar to late Weimar Germany,” Chomsky told me when I called him at his office in
Cambridge, Mass. “The parallels are striking. There was also tremendous disillusionment with
the parliamentary system. The most striking fact about Weimar was not that the Nazis managed
to destroy the Social Democrats and the Communists but that the traditional parties, the
Conservative and Liberal parties, were hated and disappeared. It left a vacuum which the Nazis
very cleverly and intelligently managed to take over.”
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