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After 18 months of screaming headlines and attacks vilifying the anti-poverty group
ACORN--attacks reminiscent of a New McCarthyism that threatened the group's very
existence--it's clear now that this was a right-wing witch-hunt which, sadly, too many Democrats
and the mainstream media failed to fact-check.

In December, the Congressional Research Service cleared ACORN of allegations of improper
use of federal funding and voter registration fraud. The latest to weigh-in on the controversy is
Brooklyn District Attorney Charles Hynes. After a four-month investigation Hynes declared "no
criminality has been found" with regard to the conduct of three ACORN employees in the
infamous and--turns out--misnamed "pimp-prostitute" video.

In fact, a law enforcement source told the New York Daily News that the unedited version of the
video which caused all the outrage "was not clear." "They edited the tape to meet their agenda,"
said the official.
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