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What made that kamikaze mission eventful was less the deranged act itself than the curious
reaction of politicians on the right who gave it a pass — or, worse, flirted with condoning it.
Stack was a lone madman, and it would be both glib and inaccurate to call him a card-carrying
Tea Partier or a “Tea Party terrorist.” But he did leave behind a manifesto whose frothing
anti-government, anti-tax rage overlaps with some of those marching under the Tea Party
banner.

  

That rant inspired like-minded Americans to create instant Facebook shrines to his martyrdom.
Soon enough, some cowed politicians, including the newly minted Tea Party hero Scott Brown,
were publicly empathizing with Stack’s credo — rather than risk crossing the most unforgiving
brigade in their base.
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http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/28/opinion/28rich.html

