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Obama and Osama are at last participating in the same narrative. For the US president's critics
– indeed, for many critics of the West's military occupation of Afghanistan – are beginning to
speak in the same language as Obama's (and their) greatest enemy.

There is a growing suspicion in America that Obama has been socked into the heart of the
Afghan darkness by ex-Bushie Robert Gates – once more the Secretary of Defence – and by
journalist-adored General David Petraeus whose military "surges" appear to be as successful
as the Battle of the Bulge in stemming the insurgent tide in Afghanistan as well as in Iraq.
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