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What's striking are the continuities in American foreign and military policy, no matter who is in
the White House. The first-term Obama foreign policy now looks increasingly like the
second-term Bush foreign policy. Even where change can be spotted, it regularly seems to
follow in the same vein.

      

Now, here's the funny part. This dark fantasy of a third Bush term is also an accurate portrait of
Obama's first term to date. In following Bush, Obama was given the opportunity either to restore
the rule of law and the balance of powers or to firmly establish in place what were otherwise
aberrant abuses of power. Thus far, President Obama has, in all the areas mentioned above,
chosen the latter course. Everything described, from the continuation of crimes to the efforts to
hide them away, from the corruption of corporate power to the assertion of the executive power
to legislate, is Obama's presidency in its first seven months.
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