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A series of portraits of American soldiers set to adorn roadside billboards in Minneapolis, site of
next week's Republican convention, was abruptly cancelled by the billboards' owners, which
feared they would be deemed disrespectful to the US military.

The shots of troops in between deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan by a New York City artist
were to run in five US cities.

But CBS Outdoor abruptly changed course and has refused to post the billboards in
Minneapolis, Miami, Florida; and Houston, Texas. A separate company has agreed to display
the images on billboards in Atlanta. Curiously for the artists, the images remain up in Denver,
site of this week's Democratic national convention.  
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