Teaching gay history becomes law in California
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Gov. Jerry Brown has signed legislation requiring public schools to teach students about the

contributions of gay and lesbian people, making California the first state to adopt such a
measure.

The bill was cheered by gay rights advocates, and Brown said in a written statement Thursday
that it "represents an important step forward for our state."

The legislation requires instruction in the social sciences to include the role and contributions of
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender Americans, as well as people with disabilities and
members of other cultural groups.

It would prohibit teaching from textbooks or other instructional materials that reflect adversely on
people because of their sexual orientation.

"History should be honest," the Democratic governor said in a written statement. "This bill
revises existing laws that prohibit discrimination in education and ensures that the important
contributions of Americans from all backgrounds and walks of life are included in our history
books."
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