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The Ohio National Guardsmen who fired on students and antiwar protesters at Kent State
University on May 4, 1970 were given an order to prepare to shoot, according to a new analysis
of a 40-year-old audio tape of the event.

      

"Guard!" says a male voice on the recording, which two forensic audio experts enhanced and
evaluated at the request of The Plain Dealer. Several seconds pass. Then, "All right, prepare to
fire!"

  

"I think this is a major development," said Alan Canfora, one of the wounded, who located a
copy of the tape in a library archive in 2007 and has urged that it be professionally reviewed.
"There's been a grave injustice for 40 years because we lacked sufficient evidence to prove
what we've known all along - that the Ohio National Guard was commanded to kill at Kent State
on May 4, 1970."
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