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A U.S. judge in Washington Tuesday refused to dismiss a whistle-blower suit against the
Japanese manufacturer of bulletproof vest material. The suit claims manufacturer Toyobo Ltd.
and U.S. company Second Chance Body Armor Inc. conspired to sell defective body armor to
law enforcement.

Supplied by Toyobo with a bulletproof material called "Zylon," "Second Chance sold over
66,000 vests between 1998 and 2004 to law enforcement agencies throughout the United
States, including over 40,000 to the United States government.
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