GOP bends its own new House rules
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Just hours after taking control of the House, Republicans passed a sweeping set of rules
promising transparency and reform.

But the new majority is already showing these promises aren’t exactly set in stone.

After calling for bills to go through a regular committee process, the bill that would repeal the
health care law will not go through a single committee. Despite promising a more open
amendment process for bills, amendments for the health care repeal will be all but shut down.
After calling for a strict committee attendance list to be posted online, Republicans backpedaled
and ditched that from the rules. They promised constitutional citations for every bill but have yet
to add that language to early bills.

“The first bill that will be brought to the House floor will be to repeal the health care
legislation — without a hearing, without subcommittee or a full committee or testimony from all
the different people around this country that have an interest,” Waxman said. More...
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