BP's Lobbying Clout: 27 Former Hill, White House Staffers Working For Oil Giant
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As Congress gears up for a legislative response to the oil spill in the Gulf and energy reform
more broadly, some political observers are increasingly worried that the deck may be stacked in
private industry's favor.

That's because in the first three months of this year alone, the company at the heart of the
current crisis, BP, has hired at least 27 lobbyists who formerly worked in Congress or the
executive branch. The revolving door between the oil giant and elected office is spinning fast --
so much so that good government officials are hard-pressed to name a comparable
organization with that much institutional clout on tap.

"Itis a lot," said David Donnelly National Campaigns Director at Public Campaign Action Fund.
"You don't often find more than two dozen."

TVNL Comment: There go your "public servants!” These guys go in to politics as an
internship for their real bosses.
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