
The Mythology of the War on Terrorism 

An even more insidious myth of the War on Terrorism has been the notion that terrorist acts
against the United States can be explained, largely, if not entirely, by irrational hatred or envy of
American social, economic, or religious values, and not by what the United States does to the
world; i.e., US foreign policy. Many Americans are mightily reluctant to abandon this idea.
Without it the whole paradigm – that we are the innocent good guys and they are the crazy,
fanatic, bloodthirsty bastards who cannot be talked to but only bombed, tortured and killed –
falls apart. Statements like the one above from the Bali bombers blaming American policies for
their actions are numerous, coming routinely from Osama bin Laden and those under him.
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