The Spying Started Before September 11 -- That's The Whole Point

No, it started a few weeks after Bush took office -- a time when the Bush administration was
ignoring the terrorist threat. So it was about something else, and was a high enough priority to
plan out during the transition. (Can you say "political spying?")

One telecom company, Qwest, refused because it was flat-out illegal. The Bush administration
punished them, blocked federal contracts, and in an early indicator of what was to come from
the politicized Bush Justice Department, they prosecuted Qwest's CEO on trumped-up charges.
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