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Terrorism is the unlawful use of force or violence against persons or 
property to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian population, or 
any segment thereof, in furtherance of political or social objectives.  US 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
 
Read the sentence carefully. You didn’t hear it on any corporate media newscast since 
9/11. It’s the official US FBI definition of terrorism.  In its official definition, the FBI does 
not limit terrorism to stateless individuals or groups.  In its official definition, the FBI does 
not suggest that terrorism cannot be perpetrated by the leader of a nation state.  But 
even more amazing is that the official FBI definition of terrorism describes exactly what 
George Bush did in the aftermath of the attacks of 9/11!  
 

APPLYING THE DEFINITON 
 

• George W. Bush, in his unproved attack against the sovereign nation of Iraq, 
openly violated the UN Charter, to which the US is a signatory.  The Charter's core 
principles contained in Article 2(4) and Article 51 prohibit one nation from attacking 
another except in self-defense or with the authority of the U.N.  In effect, George 
Bush launched an unlawful use of force against persons and property. 

• The invasion launched by George W. Bush was heralded by the most frightening 
and powerful use of force and military violence in recent history.  His Shock and 
Awe bombardment of Baghdad was designed to intimidate and coerce the 
government as well as the civilian population of that nation to change its existing 
leadership.  That, in itself, was a political objective. 

• The purpose of the invasion and ensuing occupation of Iraq was to replace the 
existing dictatorship with an American-backed form of democracy that would not 
permit the emergence of a government headed by the majority Shia religious 
leadership.  These motives were unquestionably political and social. 

 
So, what part of the FBI definition of “terrorism” do the voters of the United States not 
understand?  And what acts of terrorism as defined by the FBI do the voters of the 
United States not recognize?  Is there any doubt at all that the Bush 
administration committed acts of terrorism when it unlawfully used force 
and violence against the nation of Iraq to intimidate and coerce its 



government and the civilian population, in furtherance of the Bush/PNAC 
political and social objectives. 
Therefore, by any definition, if George W. Bush is guilty of terrorism, he can accurately 
be identified as a TERRORIST.  And if he is truly a terrorist, it is only fitting that George 
W. Bush be scrutinized in terms of his success in that capacity.  What is his standing 
among the other murderous terrorist activity in the world today?  Is it possible that 
George W. Bush actually has claim to being the very BEST at something during his reign 
in office?  Let’s look at the figures. 
 

MIRROR, MIRROR ON THE WALL 
WHO’S THE LEADING TERRORIST OF ALL? 

 

 
 

THE CONTEST 
 

EVERYONE ELSE:  Despite the protestations of George W. Bush to the contrary, we 
are NOT safer now by any stretch of the imagination.  According to an NBC report at the 
beginning of September, 2004, there were roughly 2,929 terrorism related deaths around 
the world since the 9/11 attacks.  Of these, 58 per cent of them – 1,709 – occurred in 
2004 - this year!   
 
Repeat: The total number of deaths in the entire world at the hands of terrorists since 
George W. Bush declared a War on Terror, amounts to around 3,000.  Add the terrible 
losses in the United States on that fateful morning of September 11th, and we reach 
somewhere in the vicinity of 6,000 precious, innocent lives. Again: In only three 
years, terrorists around the world took the lives of approximately six 
thousand people.   
 
GEORGE W. BUSH: In pursuit of his arrogant and PNAC-driven political and social 
objectives in Iraq, George W. Bush has the blood of thousands of innocent civilians on 
his hands.  To cover his guilt, early in the war, the US government ordered the Iraqi 
Ministry of Health to stop counting civilian deaths, and forbade them from releasing any 
totals previously gathered.  The image of a surgical war, dominated by smart bombs and 
resulting in very few civilian casualties was televised to the American public throughout 
the hostilities.   
 
As a result, the number of civilian casualties in Iraq is probably vastly under-estimated.  
According to Human Rights Watch, many of the civilian deaths were the direct result of 
weapons that should never have been used in populated areas.  Among these were 
nearly 2 million submunitions which fail to explode immediately and killed people long 
after the initial conflict had ended.  In addition, the strategy of decapitation bombing 
killed many civilians while it failed to kill a single Iraqi military leader in 50 attempts.  



According to the Christian Science Monitor, civilian losses in Iraq have been severe. 
They used the research results of a group of British and Americans who surveyed media 
reports of casualties as well as eyewitness accounts to conclude that between 8,789 and 
10,638 Iraqi civilians have died since war began March 19, 2003.  That puts George 
Bush in the lead for most successful terrorist, big time. 

As of September, 2004, IraqBodyCount.net placed the Iraqi civilian death total at a 
minimum of 11,793 and a maximum of 13,802. On September 8th, 2004 the AP 
reported that no official, reliable figures existed for the whole country, but private 
estimates ranged from 10,000 to 30,000 killed since the United States invaded in March 
2003.  Whatever count you accept, George W. Bush wins, big time. 
 
If we go with the lowball figure, - the very least estimate of Iraqi civilians killed as a direct 
result of the unlawful invasion and occupation of the country, George W. Bush still wins 
the title of the LEADING TERRORIST alive today, big time. 
 
If we go with the lowest estimate, then the number 8,789 stands for the total 
civilian deaths caused by the invasion of Iraq in LESS THAN A YEAR AND 
A HALF.  Contrast that number to the 6,000 deaths caused AROUND THE 
WORLD in THREE YEARS, by other terrorists. No matter how you look at it, 
George W. Bush wins, big time.   
 
And that doesn’t include the estimated 3,485 civilian deaths in Afghanistan, - the country 
to which we sent only 11,000 troops to fight the Taliban.  George W. Bush claimed 
victory in Iraq in his acceptance speech.  What utter nonsense.  The country is 
dangerous and explosive, and in the hands of the same warlords and Taliban chieftains 
who ruled before 9/11.  Revisionist history by this administration is never challenged by 
the media.  The list of Big Lies prevails. 
 
And it doesn’t include the military deaths on all sides, or the kidnappings, or the 
contractor deaths or the wounded or the dying.  It doesn’t count the deaths to come from 
the depleted uranium shells or the permanently maimed and psychologically affected.   
 
George W. Bush, his handlers and his administration can be proud.  The dubious title of 
LEADING TERRORIST now belongs to the most powerful man in the world who seeks 
another term of office to continue what he has begun.  
 
The American corporate media refuse to address the totals.  Doing so might result in an 
accusation of being unpatriotic or un-American.  Doing so would challenge directives 
from the WH such as those that keep the nation from seeing the draped coffins of our 
military dead. Doing so might even influence the outcome of this crucial election. 
 
 How utterly shameful that is for this wonderful country and how tragic for the world.   
   
  *  *  *  *  * 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Robert Rivas and Robert Windrem 
NBC News 
Updated: 10:43 a.m. ET Sept. 2, 2004 
Of the roughly 2,929 terrorism-related deaths around 
the world since the attacks on New York and 
Washington, the NBC News analysis shows 58 
percent of them — 1,709 — have occurred this year.  

In the past 10 days, in fact, the number of dead has 
risen by 142 people in places as diverse as Russia, 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Israel. On Tuesday, the number 
of civilians killed by terrorists totaled 38 — 10 at a 
subway entrance bombing in Moscow, 16 in a bus 
bombing in Israel and 12 Nepalese executed in Iraq.  

Moreover, the level of sophistication is increasing. 
Terrorism experts point in particular to the attacks 
apparently carried out by Chechen rebels during that 
10-day period. The rebels, whose top military 
commanders have been Arabs, are operating at a 
whole different level. 
 


